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1. James Ensor  (1860 – 1949 )

2. Mask

3. Maschera

4. Maskharah

5. Maquillage

6. John Aytoo

7. Mascaron

8. Mythos

9. Masco

10. Sorciere

11. Jade

12. Olmeques

13. Grotesque

14. Cernavoda

15. Car Naval Or Car Nival   (Car Neval)

16. Nok

17. Mali

18. Bambara

19. Fulani

20. Marka

21. Senufo

22. Dogon

23. Senegal

24. Wolof

25. Serer

26. Guinea

27. Kissi

28. Baga

29. Sierra Leone

30. Mend

31. Temne

32. Liberia

33. Kru

34. Vai

35. Cola

36. Keplle

37. Ivory Coast

38. Baule

39. Upper Volta

40. Bobo

41. Mossi

42. Ghana

43. Ashanti

44. Togo

45. Ewe

46. Benin

47. Fon

48. Nigeria

49. Yoruba

50. Ibo

51. Cameroon

52. Bantu

53. Bamileke

54. Gabon

55. Fang

56. Kota

57. Mpongwe

58. Zaire

59. Luba

60. Kongo

61. Kuba

62. Tshokwe

63. Parody    

64. Pastiche

65. Satiric

66. Ironic  ;

67. Deformation

68. Transformation

69. Burle Sque

70. Maurice De Vlaminck (1876 – 1958)

71.

72. Pablo Picasso (1881 – 1973)

73. Georges Braque 1882 – 1963)

74. Ambroisevollard (1866 – 1939)

75. Aristide Maillol (1861 – 1944)

76.

77. Jean Dubuffet (1901 – 1985)

78. Constantin Brancusi (1876- 1954)

79.

80.

81. Ostend

82. Lunia-Czechowska 

83. Vincent Willem Vangogh (1853 – 1890)

84. Edvard Munch (1863 – 1944)



85. Cauchemar

86. Hieronymus Bosch (1450 – 1516)

87. Piterbruegelthe Elder (1525 – 1569)

88. Francisco Goya (1746 – 1828)

89. Jacques Callot (1592 – 1635)

90. Rembrandt Harmenszoon Van Rijn (1606 – 1669)

91. Peter Paul Rubens (1577 – 1640)

92. Titus Burckhardt (1908 – 1984)

93. Asura

94.
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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to reveal the similarities and differences in the visual structure of 
African ‘masks’ and those of the Belgian artist, James Ensor. Attempts have been made 

as sculpture, reliefs, and African symbolic paintings and, on the other, those masks that 
have been employed in the artworks of James Ensor (like painting, gravure, and statuesque 
masks). Undoubtedly, despite having brief similarities, the origins of these masks are quite 
different due to temporal, spatial, ethnic, cultural differences and social perspectives as 
well as doctrinal, ritual and religious approaches. Therefore, to discern the meaning of 

Ensor’s application of masks in his works stem from the very attitude that is present in 
the African masks or does it originate from cultural background, ideological, religious and 
social inclinations with an eye on the ancient myths, grotesque, maskaron, masquerade, 

beliefs, James Ensor’s works belong to the western and European background; Belgium 
of the late 19th and early 20th century. This paper is a library research and, employing 
a descriptive-analytical and comparative method, will disclose the sharp and inevitable 
differences between these two sets of masks. 

Keywords: African masks, ritual art and symbolism, James Ensor, grotesque and maskaron, 
                   masquerade, carnival
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