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Comparative Study of Scientific Depiction of Alhshaysh Version

in Astan Quds Razavi and its Former Counterpart’s Versions
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Abstract

Alhashaysh is a perdurable opus written by the Greek famous medicine man, and one
the main resources of zoology and phytology. Most Islamic scientists and medicine men
exploited this book of interest as a reliable resource in their publications. The book has
been frequently translated and copied in the Islamic civilization. The most important
translation was that by M. Ben Mansour, the governor of Diyarbakir of Iran West in the
sixth century. Alhshaysh version of Astan Quds Razavi has been written in a clear artis-
tic style and contains the title of contents, the name of different plants with 680 colorful
images and 284 images of animals in dry lands as well as the marine ones whose name
is seldom written in syriac language. This book consists of 272 pages having 19 lines,
and 25 codices (tables of contents). The book is totally 285 pages with 46 cm length and
width of 29 cm. as the last few pages has been lost, it was not clear if the name of author,
depicter and the date and place of publication were even mentioned. The book is kept
under the number of 7059 in Astan Quds Razavi museum. Successive coping of the book
led to a unique existence of styles and various schools of arts in depiction of final version
of Alhashaysh of Razavi Quds Astan by Mehran Ben Mansour. Depicter of the version
of Astan Quds has copied some images, due to his commitment to the resource version
or probable lack of visual dominance over the animal and plant samples, unchanged and
based on visual styles and perception of the artist. The author obtained the results through
the comparative study versions as well as the description and analysis historical images.

Keywords :Alhshaysh, Astan Quds, Pedanius Dioscorides, Scientific Illustration.
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