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The Issue of Succession in the Illustrated Shahnamehs of
the Three Timurid Princes (Shahnamehs of Baysunghur,
Ibrahim Sultan and Mohammad Juki)

Akram Ahmadi Tavana® Fattaneh Almasi™

Abstract

During the ruling of different governments and the reign of various rulers in Iran, the
acceptance of the political and royal texts of the Shahnameh and the addition of new
meanings through illustrations provided a kind of political-cultural legitimacy for the
clients of illustrated Shahnamehs. Throughout the Timurid period and the rule of Shahrokh
and his three children, who acted as local rulers and were active in book illustration in the
capital or elsewhere, the commissioning of Shahnameh was of special interest. Ibrahim
Sultan in Shiraz, Baysunghur, and Mohammad Juki in Herat each had ordered a manuscript
of Shahnameh with similarities and differences in their libraries. These Shahnamehs can
be discussed in various ways, but the question here is whether these brothers, who all died
before their father and never attained the crown, dreamt of becoming the king? Assuming
that the illustrated Shahnamehs are influenced by their contexts of origin, can we find
a trace of their desire to be the king in these versions? For this purpose, initially, the
political position of the princes and how they were crowned and delegated power in the
Timurid period was investigated in historical resources. Subsequently, the commission
of Shahnameh and historical books in this family and specifically the three Shahnamehs
belonging to these three princes have been analyzed. After that, the three components
of court scenes, paintings on the subject of father and son, as well as brothers, were
examined considering the connection between these manuscripts to the issue of power and
succession, according to historical reports. In the end, it is shown that these manuscripts
of Shahnameh, with the stories that have been chosen to be illustrated, are in the form of
a political statement of its patrons and portray their mentality towards the monarchy.

Keywords: Succession, Illustrated Shahnameh, Ibrahim Sultan, Baysunghur, Muhammad
Juki
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