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A Comparison of the Model of Architectural Traditionalism with the Language
of Christopher Alexander’s Pattern (An Approach to Developing a Process-
Oriented Model, the System of Traditional Architectural Pattern)

Mehrdad Rezazadeh Khadem® Vahid Ahmadi™

Abstract

In the second half of the 20th century, one of the most important events that introduced
exogenous criticism to the modern theoretical foundations was the school of spiritual
traditionalists. Even though his writings were considered one of the first and most
important steps of non-western researchers in explaining the position of the artist and
identifying the esoteric roots and principles governing traditional works of art and
architecture; Due to the philosophers and comprehensiveness of the dominant approach
of these thinkers, we witnessed a general view of the nature of traditional art and
architecture patterns, which less in the field of methodology, focused on how to achieve
the principles of tradition within the framework of a work in its specific time and place.
The existence of this ambiguity, more than ever, enhanced the chaotic atmosphere that
dominates contemporary theoretical studies of architectural history from the traditional
point of view and the orderly framework of the ruling part. On the other hand, at the same
time, we have witnessed the emergence of specialized researchers such as Christopher
Alexander who, in criticizing the modern approach, tried to explain more methodically,
objectively, and process-oriented patterns in the field of quality architectural design.
The present research intended to use the research method of comparative studies and
the George Beredy’s model method, while comparing the two model systems mentioned
and expressing the points of commonality and difference of these two views in the three
main axes of nature, structure, and mechanism. Then, taking into account the special
and relevant features of each one, by examining the research and setting up the three
analytical frameworks (the series of structuring verbs, actions and interpretation), is
trying to adapt the readable and process-like expression of Alexander with the semantic
structure governing the traditional architectural model, the possibility of empowerment
and greater clarity of the pattern system of spiritual traditionalists in the form of a network
of triple human patterns (inherent virtues of the architect), actions (current qualities) and
physical (spiritual, mystical and aesthetic traits) enables.

Keywords: Traditional pattern system, School of Spiritual Traditionalists, Alexander’s
pattern language, Analogy, Comparison
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